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RESOLUTIONS 
Adopted by the 
International Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
at its 
72nd Annual Convention 
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 
September 21,1982 
Resolution # 
1. Proposed Diversion of Pittman-Robertson Funds for Purposes Other 
than Original Intent 
2. Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act 
3. Threat to Wetlands Preservation 
4. Outer Continental Shelf Revenue-Sharing for fisheries and Wildlife 
Programs 
5. Amendments to Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act 
6. Canadian Management of Chinook Salmon 
7. Support for Component Parts Tax 
8. Sale of Public Lands 
9. Draft BLM Wildlife Program Policy Statement 
10. Public Land Water Policy 
11. Delisting of Bobcat 
12. Appreciation to South Carolina 
International Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
1412 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
About the International Association 
of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
The “International Association...” founded in 1902, is composed of state, 
federal and provincial fish and wildlife managing agencies of the United 
States, Canada and Mexico. It also includes individuals and organizations 
engaged in the management of fish and wildlife resources. 
Its objectives are: 
...to cultivate mutual understanding and cooperation among officials 
engaged in natural resource conservation... 
...to promote public understanding and appreciation of the importance of 
conserving natural resources... 
...to encourage effective workable international relationships... 
...to encourage professional, rational and balanced resource management 
and use. 
The Association holds meetings, publishes its proceedings, a news letter and 
reports on special concerns. Through its committees and representation in 
Washington it brings its expertise and prestige to bear in behalf of needed 
advances and reforms in fish and wildlife management at both the state and 
national levels. It represents the interests of its membership in sound 
wildlife management before congressional committees, executive depart- 
ments and in judicial proceedings. 
The Association’s annual meeting is usually during the second week of 
September. A spring meeting is held in conjunction with the North 
American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference. The meetings pro- 
mote exchanges of ideas and philosophy between administrators and the 
professional fish and wildlife biologists, managers and technical workers in 
related fields. 
The Association annually bestows its prestigious Seth Gordon Award on an 
individual who has contributed significantly to the administration of fish 
and wildlife and related programs. It also presents the Ernest Thompson 
Seton Award, sponsored by the Woodstream Corporation, to the agency 
that has done the most to create a public awareness of the need for sound 
resource management. 
Resolution No. 1 
Proposed Diversion of Pittman-Robertson Funds 
for Purposes Other Than Original Intent 
WHEREAS, funds derived from a federal manufacturers’ excise tax fi- 
nance a significant part of wildlife restoration and management programs 
in the States; 
WHEREAS, the Pittman-Robertson Act was amended to provide funds 
for hunter education and wildlife management programs through a rededi- 
cation of the long-standing manufacturers tax; 
WHEREAS, HR 6115 and HR 6448 would divert a portion of proceeds 
from excise taxes on handguns to another fund to compensate victims of crime; 
WHEREAS, such diversion of funds would severely impact on the States’ 
abilities to continue hunter education and wildlife management programs; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Asso- 
ciation of Fish and Wildlife Agencies opposes any diversion of excise taxes 
on firearms, archery equipment or other sporting goods, such as that pro- 
posed by HR 6115 and HR 6448, to uses other than the restoration and 
management of our wildlife resources, and the providing of training in 
hunter education. 
Resolution No. 2 
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act 
WHEREAS, in the enactment by Congress in 1980 of the Alaska Na- 
tional Lands Conservation Act, some 25 million acres of public lands were 
closed to recreational hunting and trapping, other than taking for subsis- 
tence, by being placed in National Park status; 
WHEREAS, this was done despite the fact that much of this land could 
have been placed in National Park Preserve status, in which recreational 
hunting and trapping are permitted, but which would prevent resource 
development and thus afford the same environmental protection as under 
National Park status; 
WHEREAS, recreational hunting and trapping are outdoor activities that 
are healthful, traditional, and productive to the economy, and should be en- 
couraged in those places where they are feasible; 
WHEREAS, the Alaska Department of Fish and Game has identified 
some 12 million acres of land placed in National Park status by the 1980 
law, which formerly were open to hunting and trapping and which by virtue 
of significant wildlife populations and location, can be reopened to recre- 
ational hunting and trapping without detriment to the environment and 
without adversely affecting other potential uses by National Park visitors; 
WHEREAS, the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
is on record by Resolution No. 79-24 as supporting appropriate classifica- 
tion of lands as National Preserves within the National Park System; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Asso- 
ciation of Fish and Wildlife Agencies urges the Congress to amend the Alas- 
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